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Inferview

with Bill Dillon, American brefonnier
By Jacque Morrier

Bill, can you introduce yourself?

I was born in Michigan in the USA and attained my college degree at a University in Michigan. I shot my first
pheasant at the age of 10 and I’ve hunted pheasant, grouse and woodcock my entire life. So I have been hunting
and training dogs for almost 50 years.

What’s your job?

My wife, Kathy, and I own Big Spur Lodge and Plum Creek Kennels. Big Spur Lodge is a hunting lodge in
South Dakota where our clients come to hunt wild pheasants. I guide the hunts and use our Bretons for our
clients’ hunts every day from the beginning of hunting season until the final day. We raise Epagneul Bretons
and we train all breeds of hunting dogs at our facility including pointing, flushing and retrieving breeds.

Which were your first dogs?

I owned American brittanys from childhood until the mid 1980’s. However, I became dissatisfied with how
much the American brittany had changed and began looking for another breed of dog that would better suit
hunting wild birds on foot.

Why have you chosen the EB?

After we stopped using American brittanys to hunt with we had Springers for a few years and though they were
fine dogs, a flushing dog didn’t fit into my hunting style. And being raised with a pointing breed I missed the
point. After researching many pointing breeds we decided to try a Breton in 1989. Though we train all breeds,
we’ve owned and hunted only the Epagneul Breton since then.

What we found in the EB that we were looking for was strong natural instinct, intense desire, outstanding
scenting ability and an athlete that loves what he does.

Why are you coming to France?

Kathy and I have had a passion for the EB since 1990 and great respect for the traditions and methods used in
France. Seeing the difference between the EB’s we had from France and the American brittanys in this country
made us know that the difference had to lie within the methods being used in France. Those methods were
producing a breed that consistently produced outstanding hunting athletes. So we decided we had to learn for
ourselves by going to France so that we could be sure to continue to produce dogs with the same quality in our
kennels. After much thought I decided I wanted to learn about the field trial system and the traditions in France.

Dominique Guillon came to my home with Phillipe Roca in 2001 to hunt prairie grouse and as we trained with
my dogs for a few days after the hunt he commented that my dogs could compete well in France and he
inspired me to follow my passion and field trial in France. At first [ walked with Henri Guelou for two days
while he was judging at Artenay. | was impressed with the dogs I saw, the fact that the trials were held on wild
birds and the method of field trials as a whole as well as the fact that the dogs are expected to quarter the fields
during their search. A system like this does not exist in the United States. For instance, a dog that quarters
during his search of the field in trials in the U.S. is penalized and this is not how it should be for hunting dogs.
For two more years | came and watched and learned and then I began field trailing. [ have come to France
every year since then for about a month to participate in the spring field trials.

Dominique Pozo, a friend that [ met in 2002 was very helpful putting up with me and all my questions. I also
met Jean Louis, Rene, Patrick, Roger and you, who were all kind enough to treat this old American as a friend
and to help me learn what the correct running style is and looks like, to learn some different training



techniques, to give me pointers, to laugh with and to allow me to be a part of a system and tradition that I
thoroughly enjoy and truly respect.

What do you think of the field trials? Drivers? Judges? Modes of selection?

In my opinion the French field trials are the most realistic system in place today to place dogs in conditions that
closely resemble actual hunting and as such it benefits the breed by reflecting their ability to actually hunt wild
birds. This ability is passed on to offspring and as a hunter and a breeder of EB’s this is of prime importance to
me.

I feel that the consistency in the breed is a direct result to the system and the history behind it. Many sporting
breeds in the U.S. have lost their ability to hunt sufficiently because of the system utilized in this country. That
is why not letting that happen to the EB in this country is so important to me.

I have great respect for the drivers in the trials in France, many of them who have not only been handling dogs
for years but have for generations continued on the tradition of their family. I find this remarkable and
admirable. The judges are knowledgeable, they know the breeds and what’s expected and they know the game.
I have hunted for nearly fifty years and owned a hunting lodge for twenty years. Because my dogs hunt for
clients at our lodge they must be to the level of expertise to achieve productivity for those clients and the
French field trials are as close to the real thing as there is. The difference between a wild bird field trial and a
field trial where the birds are released is that when you achieve a classification or a title in these venues your
dog has truly earned it. And I feel there is a direct relation to this system and the fact that the EB has
consistently remained a hunting dog for over 100 years now.

What are your thoughts about the Euro cup?

I traveled 1300 km from Normandy to the Czech Republic still not knowing for certain that I would be allowed
to compete in the Coupe d’Europe. I had received approval from the American Kennel Club to represent the
U.S.A. at the Coupe, but the commissioners of the Continental trials had to present this at their meeting the
night before the Coupe for a vote and approval. To have had the happiness to classify my faithful Tatoo du Bois
Courcol for this by previously obtaining our first CACT in open contest of spring has Fountain-Fourches, and
that the United States of America is one of the nations to classify two of its dogs, raised for me this dream.

Thankfully that approval was granted, and to stand there with all the other countries and some of the best dogs
and drivers in Europe was humbling. Holding my two wonderful dogs while our national anthem was playing
brought about emotions that I can’t put into words. At that point all the years of learning and stumbling, of
spending four weeks away from home trying to do my best, which could have been easier if I’d done this all ten
years ago instead of starting at this age, was worth it.

The day of the Euro Cup the courses were that of a very large course of hunting with a scarcity of birds but
which had many hare and deer. The wind was continually changing directions. It was a difficult day for a trial
and a great number of dogs did not get a chance to encounter birds. It’s understood that not coming into contact
with birds is simply a part of wild bird trials, but the large number of hare and deer and the shifting winds
raised the difficulty to very high level. Tatoo du Bois Courcol earned a classification on his course, one of very
few dogs to do so, making the U.S. one of the few countries with a classification that day, which was truly a
dream come true.

What are your goals with your dogs?

My goals as far as our dogs and our breedings is pretty straight forward: to follow the French system so that our
dogs meet and surpass the criteria I feel is necessary for hunting style and an unsurpassed ability and
athleticism in the field. What drew me to the EB was their consistent ability to hunt and to hunt very well. It is
and has always been our goal to produce pups from our breedings that maintain that same consistency and
unsurpassed ability. There has been a rebirth of the EB in the USA since the 1990’s, and with the breed being
so new in this country we feel it is of paramount importance that anyone who does breed the EB here in the
U.S. should strive to make sure that the dogs they breed are worthy specimens. We know that with our dogs
and at our kennel nothing less is acceptable.



This old chubby guy that runs around France every year wishing I was 40 again has met more new friends, seen
so many great dogs and had more wonderful experiences than I could have ever imagined. I have seen first-
hand that there are many others worldwide that have the same passions and love for their dogs as my wife and [
have, that won’t compromise rules and standards. [ am grateful to all the generations of EB people in France
that have not compromised but instead established standards that made this such a great breed through all these
generations. [ have witnessed my friends and other great people I have met there and from other countries that
trek the field trial course day after day, month after month in a gallant effort to achieve quality dogs tested and
proven on wild birds in the wheat fields in the spring and in the woods in the autumn. The rest of the world
enjoys the benefits and the consistency of the breed due to their efforts and their dedication to maintain and
improve that which the last generation gave them. The competitions are important but the stewardship of the
breed is the ultimate purpose. And I am grateful to have been able to participate and be a small part of such a
worthy endeavor.

Nationality, language, cultures and histories all blend together with our dogs being our common purpose. My
resolve it to learn and continue this journey in the best way that I can.

The old buffalo,
Bill Dillon

Bill, I thank you for your availability, because you spoke with your heart. Our meeting has been very

important in my young dog lover life. I have to say there is especially one word which comes me when I think
of you: GREAT RESPECT. Because what you did only a few people could do. To go to a country without
speaking the language, and facing French drivers on their ground. BRAVO! Well done Mister Dillon! You
have shown there is no border for the passion of the Epagneul Breton.

Jacques Morrier
July 2008
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Bill, pous-tw te présenier 7

Jo suis rd dons e Michigan, aux Etats-
Uiris, ol fol fan mos dtotes. J'0l prdlowd
o priaTear fasan & ige do dix ans o ja
chasen dopuis oo bemps, b= faisan, la
grouze & la bbcasse principalemant. Je
chasse o ['eniraine mes chens deplis
pris da cinquante ans

Quel etl bon mofior 7

Ma femme, Kathy, ot mol possicons. Big
Spur Lodge ot Féevage «Plum Creok
Kafinalis. Big Spur Lodge ost un rolais
da chaese ated dana ke Daketa du Sud,
o0 nos clisnts viennent chasser ke faksmn
sarvage. Je guide les chasseurs af utilas
mes Bafons pour mes chents, chaguo
jour, de Fouverture & la fermotee oo L
chates. Nous dovona des épagreuls bre-
tons, préporons el dheseons [oues e races
o Chians "ani, Spanisks ol Apirdesars,

-C'_:n_ #in onl &l b i et chient

4 possédd des Amercon Brittonys
dopuia mon enfance jusqu'eu mibeu des
anneas B0, mas décu par Pévolution de
cetle race, @ me s odenld yors Lne
autre phus en rapport avec mes activitis,
a savosr la chasoo du gibler snrvage.

Fourgual avol
brelan 7

Apris Suor mvitd I'American Brittany,
NoUs @vorns &u des Sprimgers pendant
Queldgies snnses, mers malgne kes aalra-
ordinaives qualilés de chassas ot de brous-
sAilkage, ils ne correspondaiant pas & mes
atientes o Cco n'oloil pas dea chiens
d'ambt, Aprés dtude de plusiours reces,
NoUS VoS optd pour Népagneal broton
e 1883 Danuis 81 makynd by 1at gue nous
dresons iouten lee raoss de chiens de
chaste, nous navons phus possécd el

hoisi "Epagneul

fnar facgues Morrier

chnah §i'iees did dpagnouls brobons.
Mous avons trouvk en Pépagnoul bre-
ton, bout oo que nous recherchions : da
grosses gqualités naturelles, un formi-
dable carsctére, du pélillant et un
athléte qul aime ce qu'il fait

Pourguold es-fu venu &n Fronca 7
Kathy & mol avons une passion pour
I"Spagrieul Brofon depuis 1000 & Beoy-
coup oo mapect pour les traditions of
méthooes utlisdos en France.

Woyant hes differences Quill v ovat antme
s dpagneuls Dielons peovenant de
France o oo des Frai-Unis, nous guons
sl e OIS rpprccher du Exvoir-Tare
o parys d'ariging pour tomter de be dupdl
e chEF fouss on produlaant des chisns
oo Ba M qualiids

Por la suite, j& me suls inbbressé au sys-
teme  des felds-tials, pratiueds e
Francs:




wanu & b mason, mvec Philippe Roca,
chusansr |l grouss & a0 oy moes
chisrs dvolr aprds la journde do
chasse, § me dit qulls svakent |oa guali-
ids pow concourlr an Gelds-irisls en
Framce o m'incita & venir y paniciper.

Je ving donc suivre Henn Gudbou oui
ppeait & Artenay, pendant oau joors. e
fus impressionng autant par kg chisns
que 'y @ vy gus par le dénoulormant des
parcours do fiedd. Lo vinas &ait pris, ol
dopuis tross N masnlenan], ARG i
obasrvd, écouth. appia, je présenio mes
chisrm en ConNCours moi-mibmie

Il 0y A pas de sysiéme dquivalent aux
Figid-trials aux Etale-Unis. Par axom

pla. 1N chian gui e eourt gu'un guart
d'hourn sux LU.5.A 38 miouve désavan-
tage par rapport & un auire Qui courm
O T

Dominicpes Poro, un ami qee fai ren-
contre on 1902, & o un rdde pri pongt-
rant, memmenant partoul aves ki el
repondant & toutes mes cueslions. J'al
egalarmen] renconing Jean-Louks, Rens,
Pairick, PFoger e bod, oul furenl lous trés
Chaleurisur Avec W =vigil= Amancan gue
& sus, me conseigrant e m'acoweikant
COmame un armi, m'ssdant ol m'appronant
co qu'élal o wiriable style, partageant
vos mathcdes d'enirainemment, ce prépa-
rafbon, peésentation. . moinstdgrant &
vous chaleureusemen! comme om
membre de volre dowipe, oo que j'al
particuliremaent apprécid ef pour
fequel ['af ur profond respect,

Que penses-lu des Reld-ials 7
Conductews T Juges 7 Mode: de
selecton 7

Dfaprés moi, los fisld-trials fancais de
printemps, Som "épreuve sa moprochant
e phs Co of gQue I'on est en dmoil
dratténdng o'un chien de chassa @ naE,
suloeité, sntreprise, adaptation, résls.
tance physique, gqualités mentakes... |i=
sont bimelgues 4 Féevage el sord &
raflel des nualités ndcetsaires &8 I
chagss ou Jibesr =100

Rl 17T T T Mmm-nw
ol o chaseour @n radice les bdndficos.

il ma Semible quo I cohdrenca &n Barme
d'ddevage, a3l la rdsullal drect de ce sys-
e el de ce mode de silection
Beaucoun Méleveurs amx LS A, an ne
pratiquant pas cotls séleciion, ont perdu
céd dualités de chogop poimordinbon.
Clest la raison powr inguelle | coneesnd de
faing perduner oo systéme ot ce mode da
withrclion qui oni (@it leurs preives afn oa
rrainseni 'dpagneul beedon 4 o place qui
et slenne augound Tul,

J'ai un tres grand respect powr s
conducteurs francals, Certaing porpé-
tueril en plus L tradition famliaie af un
Svair-lre Copuis Ces annéas. Ja trcuva
cela remarguable & fermidable. Les
juges sont compdients, connaizsent
Félevage. Jo chasse depuis pris du cin-
quante ans, possade un molas de chasse
damEs vingl ans. Parcs qui mes chors
chidsont pour mas chorts, in dolwan
avos de irés grandes qualibia de chassa
&t &ng au lop continuallement. Les feid
frials Fancals sonl proches de csla La
diflérence entre les FT sur gibser Saunagn
@t gibser ldche est Que [ presredne disci-
pling eat calle qul &8 rpgroche lo plus da
M chasse, suioul chez nous @ Big Spur
Lodge ol bk gibier et uniguement sau-
Wit

Cmeel gricn i ol Caln ol cobin Sdlacton
e Fépagneul breton est resbi un chien
do chasse dopuie plus de cent ana.

Guel est lon ressentl & propos de
o Coupa d Europe 2006

J'ai parcowy 1300 wrs de la Nomandie
a la Ripublique Tochbque, n'élani pas
cartan O'Me Sulteise & concourr & B
Coupe d'Euwopt dos Condinentmic
J avnis recu Mapprmbatian de I'Amarican
Harnel Club, pour rpedsentor loa Ebnfe-
Uric maes s commisaamms auropdens
desvaent on déliodrer lors de Bur réunn
qui sa lenal la veile de @ Coupe
d'Ewope. Hewumreuzemernt, B ont
AREroarsd Ma paricipation, oo gui est une
premithe 4 une compdtition comme
cadla-Ey, mo pormotiont da figumr avec
I'a¥e ouwopéanns ces chiens el conduc-
tours, Tonir on inksse mas 7 marvillsux
COMOAGIONE SvaC b SFRApBAL Amncan
of I'hymne national ont représcnti pour
mod dos emotiond quil mesl imposaisis
te iradure par des mals,

Awoir le bonheur de clesser mon o
Tatoo du Bols Cowrcol, celul gu m'a
panmis d'obtenir nolre premier CACT on
concours  ouwvirl  de  printomps @
Fontning-Fowches, o.,, gue les Eiats:
Uris o'Aemdrigue ot une des sedles
ralions: § clisser un o 5 chiana, mlive
poLr Mo i nike

regarder, obsareer, dCouter, pasoes oo
BTAINGS, chague annds, lin do la ms-
san. & essaper do fale de mon misux,
auraien] pu &ire plus facles sl 'Bvas
commencl di ans plus 6t

Le jour de la Coupa oO'Europs, |es
charmps gtagnt rempls do byvres o de
thovroui, dans o DDonCoNGE ks rme
& Wi, alors qui les pandreau el tris
rangs. L vent changes constamiment O
dimection. c'élml un jour reac o Benc-
lians ks dificies pour les chaene. Fau
dis chigng avasend Bu |‘cocasion da ren-
contnie den pardroaus. Cala fait parie de
o gifficultéd des Selds, sachant quiavec
O bedles dansiles & Chewewls & de -
wigs, celle difficuflé elail décupléa Le
paTours o8 Tatoo du Bois Couwrcol,
dans cet condiions b, a ¢té difficile, sa
priea d'nlisative totaks ot son porcours a,
aeaat boud, dtd celui d'un grand pancows
i chaaas,

il heg Duts avecc et chiens 7

hl:Il"! obpcls, dopust longlemps, pour
NOS chiona ou nolre dlevaos, £31 dn sul-
W | ewalution de M'épagneul beeton dans
son pays Jorigine, kb France, tou! enres-
tani concentid s es qualités de chassa
i ot AR e Nepagneul beston, e grand
chean do chasse qu'il est actuslomant,
Lo dibut dos anndes 1890 a mangud un
Topmant pour Nepagneul Drebosn aua L3
oui ¥ a entemé une =nouvelle Ties
Labivegs oe Mépagneul bheton enginal
SLANT §i Nouven dons oo DEyS quill nous
a gambld primondial, dans un premier
tomps, d'imporber dea chiens de France
ol d'sever aur une base solde ol
Eroche du standard sl de b aoe.

Le svisls Ameicain que & sEs, e par-
courant la France chagua annds oul on
poroand que |'onvais encore 40 ans, §men-
contd plus de nowvesus ames, vu de
gFaniy chisns da chasss of ds ranel g
i N pouvais Cimaginer || n'y o pes o
longlerngs que cala J'al renconird dea
piraonnes oe cullise diférente, de nathoe
malile différente, qui avalant |8 mame
pESsion Bl e MEame AMOW DOUr Burs
chisns gqua ma femma el moi, trowvant le
porfail cormpromis entre ke bon of | beay
chien. Je s irks reconnaissant et admi-
sl prvars lous ks Brstonieees qui onl




s faire dvoluer la race tout en gardant les
qualités da chasse du Brelon sans
négliger son slandard.

a woaghaia MWenwwooor des nooppableg
efforts réalisés par mes amis de France o
drailbeLes, oui jour apres jour Mos apnis
oS, ... foml prewwe de grands sacrifices
financinm, parscnnels, famelitos, [alall 4
aber démontrer dars ks champs de i
ince mo pordreaws ou & 'aulomng s
bebcxsse, les imimenses qualilés ces apa-
geauls Drelors lace 4 ot Olsasn Oe
WS, SuU merme tilre uan mEg e
taoe 4 o bhcastne, Toul e monde, les
chatesurg principalemant, er  mtire
augoundhwi lea béndfices. Clest grilow i
eux que I'Spagnaul brelon demesuns sur
ks plus heites marches du podiem,
Pois ma part, jo suls content de faie por-
tin g cotie fomille, of d avolr cortribud b
apporis: ma peeme & Medfice

Nularainta, langue, culfune & hislole
dorvenil fous &ire fowrmnds vers b mdme
but : lfaire rOgrRsEar af mairlenir
Fépagreul breton 1§ od & est of oo A
doit dtre ; les pive hailes marches
Pemmonneliamant, mon bl est de cont-
nar A aponandns, pogrsser sl me ke
platsl avec mes chers tant qua @ e
pourTAi

The Old Buffalo
Bill Ditlon
Bl fe Te semreie pois Ua Ligpori-

cavist. Wolie sticondas A OIF i Todi
pipd iy sni iz Ar -'l'.hu-.t Eaptet-
M.J.ﬁmﬁhliyi :l-r.ﬂi'.uu:-n-l'lnh
ol dins ot witand #':p-.n-u.{t
Tes ;EEFPEE’T.{'Mﬁq-mhn ﬁ

[ prrifsnds Lo o] 4-
Aller dars mn pays, sams paales la

"-'H-gl—h wallsentias Loy Faappals
pet Lewn Tevaain. CHAPEAU Misten
Dillas..
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La\e ..‘Ir' votre Brebon

Avutre défi
pour I'EB ¢

Nofre EB est falt pour toutes les chasses et est un sporiif de
haut niveau. & wifit découter les vhoils des Chossears Vuliisant
dans des domaines irés diflérents et parloks loin du but recherché lors
de ses debuls. En Fields line les rdsullats sur nos revues pour volr qu'll

25! le premier sinon pas loin, du 7* Groupe, foutes disciplines confon-
dues et reconnues por ko 5CC.

Cecl étant acquis Il ne faut pas s'endormill sur nos lourlers el recher-
cher toujours & ameéllorer ces qualltés en lul of les étendre.

En sport Il existe encore des possibilités.

U'Agility est un sport, peut dira moins vialant qu'un Field de

mais & partir du moment ol 1y a un enfrainement et qu'll faul bou-
ger avec un lemps impor je rouve que c'est un sport.

De plus le dressage est frés poinfu &f ne peut que prouver ef déve-
opper e copociiés d'odaplalion en dehors de celles céld recon-
nues dans les différentes discipines de chasse.

> Pourquei n‘aurlons nous pas des EB en Agllity ?

Le récent sondage réalisé por le club fait ressortr que les prafiguants
et peu nombreux molk une petite bose mdshe at pouralt en ottiver
d'oufres. Jo ne frouve rien de déshonorant & ce qu'un EB loce de
"Agility putdt gue du canopé. De plus celo donnemit Fenvie & cer-
taing propridtaines de foire du sport avec leur proldgé et o' adhérer
ou Ciub.

Dars las Clubs d'Agllity toutes les races sont présenias méme les non
LOF mais 1 esf fotement conselld oux propridlares d'EB qul vou-
droient s'onenter vers co sport de prendra un EB avec LOF 5§ vous

over des rdsullols e foil de ne pos dire LOF imilero sérdeusemeant
woire actvita,

Se mesurer avec foules les races volla un objectif & la
hauteur de nofre Breton.

Dars o mesure oU e nomore o' odbérents fokont de I° . Seralt
en gugmantation, ka revue du Club poumait s'ouwrir & leurs résuliots,

Dans la mesure ol nolve EB poumail se distinguer mais ne brilons pas
les éfopas restans, pour le moment, dans ke demaine du spor.

Dubedou!





