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hie Star Spangled Boerener wos being plaved, and
| | wis staneding in tront of the judées with teams
Froam 14 other countrles competing in the FCI's
SIS Clemepwe o Evrropse for Continental pointing breeds, b
coimpelition that is representative of the best examples of
the Continental breeds in the world, This vear it was held
in Mlada Boeleslay in the Czech Republic, which mat oo
many vears age had boen an Eastern Bloe country, In 2009
it will b heested by and held in Spain
Phe LA, hod never been represented before nor had thero
ever been dogs qualified 1o mn in the Euro Cup previously,
s0 this moment was o historie one. With the Illessinis of
the American Rennel Club and the Federation Cynnlogigue
Meermationale, and with the approval of the Continental
Field Trinl Commbssion, | was proud to be standing with
all the ether teams with the Amerlean flag and owo of my

hares five different times ns well s iwor Shererenll | deer duar-
Inig his run. 5o much diztractloan can be toso LI ] LeTnpsLaLon

for o dog, and some good dogs were eliminated due o thae
but bath my bovs honored the hares without giving clinse,
and bath gnve pertormances throughowt their courses thar
| wns i"'r"'lﬂ.l ol Dinfoes Wik sucoessiul in r_|_l-._-.||-_; i Tres Hon
award For his run, one of only eight dogs to recelve an awand
aut of gl the competiiors tng day

|,||"' 1 '\.]‘
his fourney had taken chkiht vears of carning,
coanipeting, and trveling neross France o det
flw, I 19%E3, At firse simply

attending the springt ficld triake w abserve, | saw g sovie of

i here, heginging, ann

CLTINPRLIRIEHE that closely resembbed sctal I|-.:||r-|||5;- condiginns
And having been o hunter for nearly 50 vears and owning

Epagnen] Bretons (French Brinanys), CH. Tatoo du Bols
Lourenl, Tr, and CH. DMera de |n Sonree dux Perdeix, Ti
as the odliein] representative of the 1S

| con® put inoce words how [ el when the national anelsem

wiis plaved. Nor can | express the emotion of receiving resound-

a wild bircd=hunring 5
loddge In South
Drakoua, [

respaect the

chuallentoes
ing npplouse at e awands ceremony as 1 oeceptod the award
tor Tieo's winning o Tres Boon carlier inde day

At the |:'-||"'-'=:||||"'. there were three n dlges, nll troan dii-
Fergnt councries, _||.|-.|3||¢ cach dog. The flelds were goeod
and the weather was | ni, but a wind char |.,|_|'.; conatantly
changing direction, the searcity of partridie (the rials ane
run on wild birds), nnd the abundasee of hares and deer
mnde it one of the toughest davy in the field Pve expe-
rlemeed in rials. Though Ulien performed well
vtiforitumtely, there were no birds on his
coneourse and thus no pleeement was

possible, Tatoo eneountercd
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that l-|||_t wild hirds afiord, and thaes mw [nter-
1l .-Ilrl| ] & SPFITLE IF iml= in
France are hield scr oy willl pareridgse
Foar the 1 hr . | traw 1 Franoe
cach spring 1o wa i juidses cirn thie
rules and how thiey mpplicd = mnd o b with
whe are handlers in the
12 fame, 1 firse
it in the in Franee
i oanr with Tatoo
» America d handler. He
WenT oay o shveain s s title and & ranking
of " Recommmenled Snad™ that year
In 20, | 1 obtained his erialer title amd
i itk By my thi |
tht wers ied wo
cand in 7. LTkira
wnrded o reserve CACT in the 1;|_|'|'-_
nother first becouse [ was the firsg
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A aountry in the Evropean Union, the FCI had @ approve

] .
bl e odricially represe

the eniry of am Amer
ing thee USA, The ARL hmd

TiriEgeSss [HNAL Wils LisH) |-_'; ul_|.'\. IF £ :"II-.T ENIFY LT CERD Wils

fhicially approve it as well, o

completed in time for the 2008 season
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jor Continental and British breeds. The FCI trial svstem in
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France thni | hove b

1S, ORcalg, miann Larnng

10 IThLNY DEFer
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have to handle the dog also plays o part. Then you also hove
tor Erctase B0 Ehat about 25 percent of thie tme vour dog will
nol encounter amy birds during its run. Though the areas
urilized for the trials are chosen beeause they historieally
hidd Birds, there §s no gearantee that they'll be loeated in
vour concourse, [t just ke actunl hunting: Wikd birds are
not always found on every field. [ts pretmy unfortunate when
vourr dog’s worked pertectly oaily to come up cmpty ot the
endd ol irg time, bt itsm At af the seénaria, nnd evervone
who competes reallees that

he awards svseem s made op of three levels of
awards, the CACT, Excellent, and Tres Bon. Only

‘i_ the CACT counts towards a champlonship tite
There are four GACTs required for males and three CACTs
for females o be awarded a championship tithe. In additon
e the fleld pwneds, e dod must also reeeive at least a “Vory
Crood™ I'\-!.|-._'\-|_-|'|H_||I Im a conformation skow prioT to the clum-
plonshlp title for the trals beingd designated

Thi svernde gqualification for an award in o trial of 1350
dogs or more is P percent or Rwer per trial. For example
ot thie Congpee o Europe w hiere Tanoo was pwnrded o Tres Hon,
ot of all the dogs enered, as | mentioned earlier, thene
were only cight |||:|_|_||f'.'f|||: dods thae received awards. The
spring g il season bedins Inte I"|.'|lr||:1fj- and rms o il
_‘._||;|i_| when nesting begins. Only one to two pereent of the
dogs competing in the spring trinl semson progress o thi
|_-|-|;L|'|||‘1||||1ﬂ|i|- level. The avernge time thisir i rakes o cogd o
complete its championahip dtle in spring frisls in France Is
vwo to three trial seasons, There nre abowt M frials every
semmon with people (roan many countries parteipating and
hundreds of dogs competing for g few select awnrds

With the lntermet and commundentions that we have tolay,
thie wirrld bias become n much smaller place. When we firsa
reaan communicating with people in Furopo in took two w wiks
to send a lenter and nnother two weeks to get one back, and
phone enlls were very expensive. But today with c-mail, texr
miczsages, and low phone rates, communication is as simple
a2 pontneting someone here in America | have numy iriends
I ealkk with on o weekly basis in Europe and friends from
France, Ireland. and Gernny who have come leere o visit
s and hunt with us and have gone back with a new under-
stnncling of Amerien, By visitng thelr countries, [ was able
o see w0 mony brecds of hunting dogs in thekr country il
origin, and 1 learned the traditons and methods thar have
been used throueh penerations of hunging, breeding, and
rrialing those breeds that have maintained thelr consisten-
ev and napural abilities over decides

[f vou hunt a GEP or 0 Weimaraner, of it wou hunt test
n vizela or griffon; il vou Geld orlal o Brigtany or a poioter
or any other pointing broed, vou may want to visit one of
thicse trials to see vour bread of Interest compet-
ing sl wo Akl wich osvmers of thie breed who
love them as muoeh as vou. I its just for
ome visit or the beglnning of a competing
journey, | promise you it will be worth it

Bill & Kathy Dillen own and operate Plum Creek Keannels in
Armour South Dakota. Bl can be reached at (605) 724, 2358,
wasaae franch-beithany com oF wsaa bigspunoom,
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