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with Bill Dillon, American bretonnier

By Jacque Morrier

Bill, can you introduce yourself?
I was born in Michigan in the USA and attained my college degree at a University in Michigan. I shot my first
pheasant at the age of 10 and I’ve hunted pheasant, grouse and woodcock my entire life. So I have been hunting
and training dogs for almost 50 years.
What’s your job?
My wife, Kathy, and I own Big Spur Lodge and Plum Creek Kennels. Big Spur Lodge is a hunting lodge in
South Dakota where our clients come to hunt wild pheasants. I guide the hunts and use our Bretons for our
clients’ hunts every day from the beginning of hunting season until the final day. We raise Epagneul Bretons
and we train all breeds of hunting dogs at our facility including pointing, flushing and retrieving breeds.
Which were your first dogs?
I owned American brittanys from childhood until the mid 1980’s. However, I became dissatisfied with how
much the American brittany had changed and began looking for another breed of dog that would better suit
hunting wild birds on foot.
Why have you chosen the EB?
After we stopped using American brittanys to hunt with we had Springers for a few years and though they were
fine dogs, a flushing dog didn’t fit into my hunting style. And being raised with a pointing breed I missed the
point. After researching many pointing breeds we decided to try a Breton in 1989. Though we train all breeds,
we’ve owned and hunted only the Epagneul Breton since then.
What we found in the EB that we were looking for was strong natural instinct, intense desire, outstanding
scenting ability and an athlete that loves what he does.
Why are you coming to France?
Kathy and I have had a passion for the EB since 1990 and great respect for the traditions and methods used in
France. Seeing the difference between the EB’s we had from France and the American brittanys in this country
made us know that the difference had to lie within the methods being used in France. Those methods were
producing a breed that consistently produced outstanding hunting athletes. So we decided we had to learn for
ourselves by going to France so that we could be sure to continue to produce dogs with the same quality in our
kennels. After much thought I decided I wanted to learn about the field trial system and the traditions in France.
Dominique Guillon came to my home with Phillipe Roca in 2001 to hunt prairie grouse and as we trained with
my dogs for a few days after the hunt he commented that my dogs could compete well in France and he
inspired me to follow my passion and field trial in France. At first I walked with Henri Guelou for two days
while he was judging at Artenay. I was impressed with the dogs I saw, the fact that the trials were held on wild
birds and the method of field trials as a whole as well as the fact that the dogs are expected to quarter the fields
during their search. A system like this does not exist in the United States. For instance, a dog that quarters
during his search of the field in trials in the U.S. is penalized and this is not how it should be for hunting dogs.
For two more years I came and watched and learned and then I began field trailing. I have come to France
every year since then for about a month to participate in the spring field trials.
Dominique Pozo, a friend that I met in 2002 was very helpful putting up with me and all my questions. I also
met Jean Louis, Rene, Patrick, Roger and you, who were all kind enough to treat this old American as a friend
and to help me learn what the correct running style is and looks like, to learn some different training

techniques, to give me pointers, to laugh with and to allow me to be a part of a system and tradition that I
thoroughly enjoy and truly respect.
What do you think of the field trials? Drivers? Judges? Modes of selection?
In my opinion the French field trials are the most realistic system in place today to place dogs in conditions that
closely resemble actual hunting and as such it benefits the breed by reflecting their ability to actually hunt wild
birds. This ability is passed on to offspring and as a hunter and a breeder of EB’s this is of prime importance to
me.
I feel that the consistency in the breed is a direct result to the system and the history behind it. Many sporting
breeds in the U.S. have lost their ability to hunt sufficiently because of the system utilized in this country. That
is why not letting that happen to the EB in this country is so important to me.
I have great respect for the drivers in the trials in France, many of them who have not only been handling dogs
for years but have for generations continued on the tradition of their family. I find this remarkable and
admirable. The judges are knowledgeable, they know the breeds and what’s expected and they know the game.
I have hunted for nearly fifty years and owned a hunting lodge for twenty years. Because my dogs hunt for
clients at our lodge they must be to the level of expertise to achieve productivity for those clients and the
French field trials are as close to the real thing as there is. The difference between a wild bird field trial and a
field trial where the birds are released is that when you achieve a classification or a title in these venues your
dog has truly earned it. And I feel there is a direct relation to this system and the fact that the EB has
consistently remained a hunting dog for over 100 years now.
What are your thoughts about the Euro cup?
I traveled 1300 km from Normandy to the Czech Republic still not knowing for certain that I would be allowed
to compete in the Coupe d’Europe. I had received approval from the American Kennel Club to represent the
U.S.A. at the Coupe, but the commissioners of the Continental trials had to present this at their meeting the
night before the Coupe for a vote and approval. To have had the happiness to classify my faithful Tatoo du Bois
Courcol for this by previously obtaining our first CACT in open contest of spring has Fountain-Fourches, and
that the United States of America is one of the nations to classify two of its dogs, raised for me this dream.
Thankfully that approval was granted, and to stand there with all the other countries and some of the best dogs
and drivers in Europe was humbling. Holding my two wonderful dogs while our national anthem was playing
brought about emotions that I can’t put into words. At that point all the years of learning and stumbling, of
spending four weeks away from home trying to do my best, which could have been easier if I’d done this all ten
years ago instead of starting at this age, was worth it.
The day of the Euro Cup the courses were that of a very large course of hunting with a scarcity of birds but
which had many hare and deer. The wind was continually changing directions. It was a difficult day for a trial
and a great number of dogs did not get a chance to encounter birds. It’s understood that not coming into contact
with birds is simply a part of wild bird trials, but the large number of hare and deer and the shifting winds
raised the difficulty to very high level. Tatoo du Bois Courcol earned a classification on his course, one of very
few dogs to do so, making the U.S. one of the few countries with a classification that day, which was truly a
dream come true.
What are your goals with your dogs?
My goals as far as our dogs and our breedings is pretty straight forward: to follow the French system so that our
dogs meet and surpass the criteria I feel is necessary for hunting style and an unsurpassed ability and
athleticism in the field. What drew me to the EB was their consistent ability to hunt and to hunt very well. It is
and has always been our goal to produce pups from our breedings that maintain that same consistency and
unsurpassed ability. There has been a rebirth of the EB in the USA since the 1990’s, and with the breed being
so new in this country we feel it is of paramount importance that anyone who does breed the EB here in the
U.S. should strive to make sure that the dogs they breed are worthy specimens. We know that with our dogs
and at our kennel nothing less is acceptable.

This old chubby guy that runs around France every year wishing I was 40 again has met more new friends, seen
so many great dogs and had more wonderful experiences than I could have ever imagined. I have seen firsthand that there are many others worldwide that have the same passions and love for their dogs as my wife and I
have, that won’t compromise rules and standards. I am grateful to all the generations of EB people in France
that have not compromised but instead established standards that made this such a great breed through all these
generations. I have witnessed my friends and other great people I have met there and from other countries that
trek the field trial course day after day, month after month in a gallant effort to achieve quality dogs tested and
proven on wild birds in the wheat fields in the spring and in the woods in the autumn. The rest of the world
enjoys the benefits and the consistency of the breed due to their efforts and their dedication to maintain and
improve that which the last generation gave them. The competitions are important but the stewardship of the
breed is the ultimate purpose. And I am grateful to have been able to participate and be a small part of such a
worthy endeavor.
Nationality, language, cultures and histories all blend together with our dogs being our common purpose. My
resolve it to learn and continue this journey in the best way that I can.
The old buffalo,
Bill Dillon
Bill, I thank you for your availability, because you spoke with your heart. Our meeting has been very
important in my young dog lover life. I have to say there is especially one word which comes me when I think
of you: GREAT RESPECT. Because what you did only a few people could do. To go to a country without
speaking the language, and facing French drivers on their ground. BRAVO! Well done Mister Dillon! You
have shown there is no border for the passion of the Epagneul Breton.
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